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DATE:
Wednesday, November 11, 2009
TIME:   
Business Meeting 10:00 am 

LOCATION:
 The Hitching Post Restaurant - Portage
1) Call Meeting to Order, President White

a) Meeting was called to order by President Angie White

b) The following members were in attendance:

Angie White, Sun Prairie Volunteer Fire Dept

Chris Essex, Portage Fire Dept

Diane Yashinsky, DePere Fire Rescue

Sue Bruesch, West Bend Fire Dept

Lorna Whalen, Stevens Point Fire Dept

Carol Poklasny, Oshkosh Fire Dept

Pam Jentz, Town of Menasha Fire Dept

Sharon Brocktrop, Appleton Fire Depart

Tara Theisen, NMFR



Debbie Bruns, Janesville Fire Dept

Tracy Schroeder, Janesville Fire Dept

Debbie Timm, Two Rivers Fire Dept

Laura Doty, Eau Claire Fire Dept

Barb Glomstad – La Cross Fire Dept.


2) Approval of minutes from September 18, 2009 meeting, Angie White

a) A motion was made by Diane Yashinsky and seconded by Carol Poklasny to approve the September 18, 2009 meeting minutes. Motion passed.

3) Treasurer’s Report, Diane Yashinsky

a) Diane Yashinsky passed out the Treasurer’s report. A motion was made by Lorna Whalen and seconded by Laura Doty to approve the Treasurer’s report, with correction of ‘Date 9/18/09 to 11/10/09 instead of ‘6/16/09 to 9/18/09’. Motion passed.

4) Committee Reports:

a) Angie said Della is no longer with Middleton Fire Department and will not participate in our Association.  Sue Bruesch will take over temporarily and she asked for a volunteer to take over Della’s responsibilities.  Sue will be more than happy to work with that person and train them.

b) Administrative Committee, Sue Bruesch

i) The following nominations were passed for President and Vice President

(1) Sue stated that Chris Essex is automatically nominated for President, according to the by-laws.

(2) A motion was made by Diane Yashinsky and seconded by Tara Theisen to nominate Angie White for President.  Motion passed.

(3) A motion was made by Sue Bruesch and seconded by Laura Doty to nominate Meredith Stewart for President.  Motion passed.

(4) A motion was made by Diane Yashinsky and seconded by Lorna Whalen to nominate Chris Essex as Vice President.  Motion passed.

(5) A motion was made by Sue Bruesch and seconded by Debbie Timm to nominate Diane Yashinsky as Vice President.  Motion passed.

(6) Elections will be held at the March meeting.  Additional nominations will be taken before elections are held.

c) Public Relations Committee, Lorna Whalen

i) Lorna suggested that we start incorporating the Pledge of Allegiance at every meeting.  It should be done after the meeting is called to order.  She also suggested we have a flag for our Association.  Discussion was held on both items and it was agreed that the Pledge of Allegiance would be said at every meeting.  Lorna will check into having a flag for our Association and will report back at the next meeting.

ii) Diane Yashinsky suggested we do something for any veterans visiting the restaurant since our meeting was held on Veteran’s Day and to recognize them for their service.  Discussion was held and it was decided to give the first 10 veterans $5.00 off of their meal who visited the Hitching Post while our meeting was taking place.

5) Old Business:

a) 2010 meeting schedule and topics

i) Wednesday, March 10, 2010 – Portage

ii) Friday, June 25, 2010 – LaCrosse (WSFCA Convention)

(1) Barb Glomstad asked if she should set up the boat ride for our lunch/meeting.  The group agreed that this should be done.

iii) Friday, September 17, 2010 – De Pere

iv) Wednesday, November 10, 2010 – Portage

b) Discussion was held on ideas for topics. The following ideas were suggested:

i) Motivational speaker on how to deal with job stress.  Especially since most Administrative Assistants are also the “sounding board” for their fellow co-workers.  Also, since there is quite a bit of stress due to the economy, job lay-offs, etc.  Diane Yashinsky will talk to their EAP Department to see if she can obtain a speaker.

ii) Angie White will work on bringing Joe LaBarber back to speak since he has a presentation ready for us but we had to cancel.

iii) Discussion/presentation on how area departments are working together especially due to the budget issues many departments are facing.  An example was given of Stevens Point and Plover working together on purchasing a ladder truck.

iv) Angie noted the Wisconsin State Fire Chief’s Association once again gave us a $500 check to put towards training for our members.  Angie will send Chief Linzmeier a thank you on our behalf.

v) Angie discussed her conversation with Chief Linzmeier and was told that all of us are welcome to attend any of the education topics that are set up for the Chiefs to attend while we are at the conference.  She also mentioned she has been on conference calls with the Educational Committee and discussed some of the topics that are being planned for the upcoming conference.

vi) If anyone has any suggestions for training topics, please forward these to Angie.

6) New Business

a) Update from WSFCA, Angie White

b) Illinois Fire Service Administrative Professional (IFSAP)

i) Angie emailed the link to everyone for review.  Discussion was held and it was decided that Angie would invite them to an upcoming meeting to obtain more information to answer questions that we have such as:  How did they increase their enrollment, where do they center their membership around, what do they do, how often do they meet, where do they meet, what are their training topics and how do they get their Chief’s support.



c) 2010 Fund Raisers

i) Quilt:  

(1) The quilt that was made was not the quality we’ve had in the past so we did not raffle it off this year.  Diane looked at it and was not able to fix it.  Motion made by Diane Yashinsky and seconded by Angie White to donate the quilt to Project Linus.  Motion passed.  Angie offered to send out the link for this organization in case anyone wanted their department to be a drop off site.

(2) Angie is waiting to hear back from Julie Ann Schleifer to see if her group is able to make a quilt for next year.  She will email everyone with the information.

ii) Flags

(1) Angie noted that there were still 11 flags left.  It was decided to raffle the flags off at our cost so we can re-coup our money.

iii) Embroidered Towels

(1) Diane volunteered to make these again to sell at the Conference.

d) Door prize drawings were done.

7) There being no further business a motion was made by Diane Yashinksy and seconded by Pam Jentz to adjourn the meeting. Next meeting is scheduled for March 10, 2010 in Portage.
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