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March 12, 2008

Portage, WI
1) Call Meeting to Order, President White

Meeting was called to order by President Angela White.

The following members were in attendance:

Diane Yashinsky, DePere

Sue Bruesch, West Bend

Della Bloom, Middleton Fire District

Angela White, Sun Prairie

Meredith Stewart, Fitchburg

Lorna Whalen, Stevens Point

Carol Poklasny, Oshkosh

Chris Essex, Portage

Deb Schwartz, Truax

Debra Timm, Two Rivers

Pam Jentz, Town of Menasha

Laura Doty, Eau Claire

Sue Berger, Marshfield

Linda Damm, Columbus
2) Approval of minutes from November 7, 2007 meeting, Meredith Stewart

A motion was made by Chris Essex and seconded by Diane Yashinsky to approve the November meeting minutes.  Motion passed.

3) Treasurer’s Report, Diane Yashinsky

Diane Yashinsky passed out the Treasurer’s report.  A motion was made by Carol Poklasny and seconded by Meredith Stewart to approve the Treasurer’s report.  Motion passed.

4) Committee Reports:

a) Administrative Committee, Sue Bruesch

i) Sue explained the proposed changes to the Bylaws eliminating the Membership Committee, the Programs Committee, and the Fund Raising Committee.  Changes were made to Articles V and XI as follows:

Article V – Board of Directors

5.1 The Board of Directors shall consist of the President, Vice President, Past President, Secretary and Treasurer and Chairperson of the Administrative Committee and any other Chairperson deemed necessary by the Board of Directors

Article XI – Committees

11.1 Committees shall be appointed to specific tasks by the President on a permanent or temporary basis, dependent upon tasks needed.  Committees shall include, but not be limited to the following:

Administrative

Responsible for bylaws, policy and procedures, nominations, and development of long-term and annual objectives.

The Policies and Procedures shall be referred to in establishing other Committees deemed necessary by the Board of Directors.

A motion was made by Diane Yashinsky and seconded by Deb Schwartz to approve the proposed changes to the bylaws.  Motion passed.

ii) Elections were held for Treasurer and Secretary.  

A motion was made by Sue Bruesch and seconded by Angela White to accept the unanimous election of Diane Yashinsky for the office of Treasurer for the next two years.  Motion passed.

A motion was made by Sue Bruesch and seconded by Carol Poklasny to accept the unanimous election of Meredith Stewart for the office of Secretary for the next two years.  Motion passed.

b) Public Relations Committee, Lorna Whalen

i) Lorna provided an update on a meeting that Barb Glomstad had with SAMI in regard to the 2008 WSFCA Conference.

(1) The staff at the Kalahari Resort does not allow the sale of any food or drink items by groups or organizations participating in an event held at their location so the WFSAA will not be selling any such items during the conference.

5) Old Business:

a) 2008 Quilt Fund Raiser-update from Angie

i) The WFSAA will be able to use the WSFCA raffle license to raffle off the quilt, but it can only be a one-day raffle so it was decided that the raffle would be held on Friday, June 20th with the winner being drawn at 5:00 PM and posted during the vendor reception from 5:00-7:00 PM.

ii) Tickets will be sold for $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00.

iii) In order to increase ticket sales, the raffle can be advertised ahead of time in fire stations for those who want to purchase tickets but will not be attending the conference.  

(1) WFSAA members will need to collect names, phone numbers, and money from anyone interested in purchasing raffle tickets; checks should be made out to WFSAA.

(2) The quilt store where the quilt is currently on display will also be allowed to do pre-sales of raffle tickets.

(a) Carol Poklasny provided Angela White with a copy of the raffle license and Lorna Whalen will take care of having the tickets printed up.

b) Welcome letter with attachments for new members

i) Angela White is going to write a welcome letter for members and Diane Yashinsky will assemble and distribute welcome packets.  

(1) To make sure that current members have the most recent version of all bylaws and member lists they will also each receive a copy of the packet.

c) Website Information

i) Photos of officers, to be taken 3/12/08

(1) Photos were taken and they will be added to the Web site soon, along with a brief narrative from each officer.

ii) 2008 meeting dates have been added

iii) List of member departments, link to their website

(1) Web site addresses were collected during the meeting and the links will be added soon.

d) 2008 meeting schedule, topics

March 12, Wednesday – Portage (Tara and Barb) “Enhanced Professional Relationships (Personal Too)” Presenter:  Pat Smith, a Dale Carnegie Class

June 20, Friday – WI Dells (Angie) – (Bill Boswell from IAAI is being contacted)


September 12, Friday – Fox Valley (Pam, Tara, Carol) – Pierce tour

November 5, Wednesday – Portage (Lorna and Sue B) – Potluck lunch, CCR Training, optional Christmas gift exchange with a $10 limit

6) New Business

a) WSFCA conference

i) Attendance and Sign-up (Lorna)

(1) Lorna Whalen passed around the sign-up sheet for the various time slots where personnel are needed to help with registration and other aspects of the convention.

(a) Prior to the convention beginning, people are needed to help assemble the registration packets; this group will be meeting at 1:00 on the 18th
(b) If you did not sign up on the sheet and you want to help out, please contact Lorna with your availability.

ii) Room reservations – how many?

(1) Angela White collected the names of members who plan on staying overnight in the Dells along with which nights they plan to be there.

b) The Flag of Heroes will be sold by the WFSAA as a fund raiser for 2008 and it will conducted as follows:

i) Between now and April 20, 2008, WFSAA members may take orders for flags from their fire departments or individuals.  All orders must be submitted to Angela White by the 20th and the flags will be available at WFSCA convention.

ii) Up to 20 additional flags will be ordered when Angela places the pre-orders so that some flags are available for sale at the convention.

(1) When these additional flags are sold at convention, no more orders will be taken.

c) 2009 fund raiser ideas

i) Cookbook with Department info/history/stories/bloopers (work on throughout 2008).  Any volunteers to coordinate?

(1) Producing cookbooks was discussed more with a few theme ideas offered

(a) Feed your Firefighter

(b) Crockpot

(c) Large quantity meals

(2) This will be a continuing topic and project throughout 2008

7) Open Forum

a) Laura Doty mentioned that the Eau Claire Fire Department began running county-wide EMS on March 1, 2008 and asked for input regarding how other departments manage their providing of county-wide service.

i) Lorna Whalen offered that the Stevens Point Fire Department is currently set up in such a way that when a transport is requested, whether or not it is emergency, the department is required to respond immediately with a rig no matter what the effect will be on staffing

ii) Lorna also explained that there is a first responder in each area community around Portage County so that patients receive medical assistance prior to EMS personnel arriving.

b) Sue Berger talked about Marshfield’s need to add another fire station on the city’s north side due to residential expansion in that direction

i) There will be an upcoming referendum to decide between relocating the one central station or building an additional second station.

c) Sue Bruesch brought up the matter of a fire department being required to provide media staff with ambulance run records if they are requested; including name, age, and gender of the patient and the time and place of the call.  

i) Laura Doty mentioned that this dated back to an opinion published by State Attorney General J.B. Van Hollen based on the Journal-Sentinel requesting and being denied information regarding and ambulance call that resulted in the arrest of a mail carrier in March of 2007.

8) Lunch (soup and sandwiches catered in) and Door Prize drawings

a) Door Prize Drawings:  Pam Jentz and Sue Berger were the winners this meeting.
9) Adjournment of Business Meeting

a) There being no further business a motion was made by Diane Yashinsky and seconded by Lorna Whalen to adjourn the meeting. Next meeting is scheduled for June 20 in Wisconsin Dells.
Respectfully submitted,

Meredith Stewart, Secretary
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